
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Douglas Kimball, O.D., Chair 

Ronald Benner, O.D.  

Douglas Safley, O.D., F.A.A.O. 

Board Liaison: Marcus Kelley, O.D. and Jason Ricks, O.D. 

 

 

Responsibilities of the Finance Committee: 

 

. Review the ED’s proposed budget prior to it being presented to the Board. 

 

. Meet with the ED to discuss management contract and make a budget recommendation. 

 

. Assist the ED to present the proposed budget to the Board for approval before the budget year    

   begins. 

 

. Prior to the Board meeting, review the financial statements from the ED and look at 

   current status as compared to the budget plan. 

 

. Review the CPA’s results of the annual independent “review” of the association’s 

   bookkeeping and accounting practices. 

 

. Recommend any changes to the association’s investments. 

 

. Recommend any adjustments to the association’s reserves. 

 

. Review the financial policies annually. 

 

. Review and make recommendations to the Board for any proposed changes or modifications to      

   the MOA financial policies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
Joe Vincent, O.D., Chair 

 

Region Regional Chair(s) Board Liaison Counties 

1 Vacant Jason Ricks, O.D. Flathead, Lake, Lincoln 

2 William Thomas, O.D. and 

Dirk Beyer, O.D. 

William Thomas, O.D. Mineral, Missoula, Ravalli, Sanders 

3 Michael Monson, O.D. and 

Douglas Creger. O.D. 

Doug Creger, O.D. Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Granite, 

Powell, Silver Bow 

4 Marisa Hess, O.D. Carl Roth, O.D., F.A.A.O. Gallatin, Madison, Park,  

Sweet Grass 

5 William Hasquet, O.D. Marcus Kelley, O.D. Broadwater, Jefferson,  

Lewis and Clark, Meagher 

6 Larry Obie, O.D. Jason Ricks, O.D. Blaine, Choteau, Glacier, Hill, 

Liberty, Philips, Pondera, Teton, 

Toole 

7 Joe Steiner, O.D. Carl Roth, O.D.,F.A.A.O. Big Horn, Carbon, Golden Valley, 

Musselshell, Stillwater, 

Yellowstone 

8 Abby Thompson, O.D. Joseph Vincent, O.D. Cascade, Fergus, Judith Basin, 

Petroleum, Wheatland 

9 Troy Myers, O.D. and 

Haley Menge, O.D. 

Marcus Kelley, O.D. Carter, Custer, Daniels, Dawson, 

Fallon, Garfield, McCone,  

Powder River, Prairie, Richland, 

Roosevelt, Rosebud, Sheridan, 

Treasure, Valley, Wibaux 

 

MISSION:  It is the mission of the committee to ensure there is adequate and appropriate monitoring, 

lobbying and oversight on federal and state legislation and issues that could affect the association and 

members; and, further to make recommendations to the board of directors regarding any government 

activities that could affect members’ practices.   

  

STRATEGIES:  The Legislative Committee is responsible for motivating and activating membership 

participation with State Legislators. 

  

Appoint regional legislative chairs to assist with the MOA’s grassroots efforts; and, work closely with 

regional chairs to facilitate pre-election contacts with legislators; Recommend any strategies to the board 

for more effective membership/legislator involvement including prior to the election, during session and 

after the session, as appropriate. 

   

Work closely with the ED and the board during the pre-Session, during the Session, and post-Session 

with respect to association’s positions, strategies and hearings’.   

  

Be current on state and federal activities and issues that impact the profession; 

  

Work closely with the ED during the Legislative session to monitor the daily menu of legislative bills 

flagged as “possible interest” to the profession and recommend positions/actions that may need to be 

taken by the MOA. 



(Legislative Committee continued) 

 

Take immediate action to contact regional legislative chairs or key members when the MOA issues a 

“Legislative Action Alert” concerning specific legislative priorities, and coordinate efforts to work with 

the lobbyist.  This may include providing and/or contacting and coordinating members needed to testify 

at legislative hearings; 

  

Attend and support the MOA Legislative Day in Helena, including recruitment of participants, if needed  

  

Stay current on the scheduling, status and progress of health care reform meetings, groups and activities 

in Montana, ensuring optometric presence and representation at meetings at appropriate meetings and 

report activities to the Board. 

 

  



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
Marisa Hess, O.D., Co-Chair 

Sarah Hill, O.D., Co-Chair 

Board Liaison: Marcus Kelley, O.D. 
 

It is the mission and responsibility of the committee to plan, organize and conduct educational 

conferences as mandated by the bylaws and requested by the board of directors.   

The purpose of the conferences is to offer the membership the opportunity to discuss the business of the 

association, to learn from peers and from invited speakers, and to meet each other in a relaxed and non-

competitive environment, while striving to meet financial goals.   

  



THIRD PARTY COMMITTEE 
Michael Monson, O.D., Co-Chair 

Jenét Melton, O.D., Co-Chair 

Board Liaison: William Thomas, O.D. 

 

 

The Third Party Committee is comprised of MOA member optometrist volunteers who play an advocacy 

role as it relates to optometry's participation in third party health care programs. 

 

Third Party Center Committee volunteers strive to continually stay abreast of third party and healthcare 

developments by studying relevant materials and regularly attending meetings and conferences.  

 

Third Party Committee Chair will serve as the Montana CAC Representative for the Medicare CAC and 

attend all CAC meetings to represent and protect Optometry’s interests.  From these 

meetings/conferences and materials, Third Party Committee is able to evaluate and determine the impact 

of healthcare policy changes on Optometry. In addition, Third Party Committee volunteers are able to 

meet and develop relationships with major decision-makers in the third party health care delivery arena 

to promote the benefits of access and integration of eye health and vision care in Montana. The 

information gleaned is then used to develop MOA programming that best prepares the practicing 

optometrist to participate in the managed care market place. 

 

Third Party Committee Chair and Volunteers also act as consultants and liaisons to insurance plans, 

managed care systems, large employers, employer coalitions, and other organizations involved with 

third party health care delivery. As part of this process, the Third Party Committee promotes and 

encourages rational inclusion of optometry as a panel provider of medical eye care services in Montana.   

 

The Third Party Committee also updates MOA member optometrists, when appropriate, on issues 

concerning the Third Party Health Care delivery environment in which they practice.   

The Third Party Chair participates in AOA programs when they available, appropriate and applicable to 

Third Party issues for Montana, and as requested by the MOA Board. 

 

  



NEW MEMBER COMMITTEE 
Devin Despain, O.D., Chair 

Board Liaison: Carl Roth, O.D. 

 


